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❏ Pre-K Program Overview

❏ Why should I enroll my student in Pre-K?

❏ What options are available in Hays CISD Pre-K?

❏ How do I apply?

❏ How do I get help if I need it?

Agenda



Pre-K Program Overview
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Great things are happening in Pre-K!!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlvHkjNrgwA


● 893 Pre-K student currently enrolled

● 16 Elementary Campuses 

● Special Education Services

● Multilingual including Bilingual/ESL Support

Hays CISD Pre-K
2024 - 2025

Ramage 
ES



…and more!!

Pre-K Program

1 Highly Qualified Teacher Age appropriate technology 
available for classroom use

1 Instructional Aide Field Trips (when applicable; 
parent permission required)

11:1 Ratio; Cap of 22 students Access to family and student 
educational resources



● District curriculum follows the Texas Pre-K Guidelines

● We use the CIRCLE and Letter Names/Sounds assessments

Pre-K Curriculum 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekindergarten-guidelines


Sample Full Day Schedule



Pre-K School Supply List

School Supply List 

https://www.hayscisd.net/supplies


Pre-K Support Services
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● Vaccines are required for 
students who attend the 
2025-2026 school year.

● Vaccines must be updated 
as of the current age of your 
child

● Pre-K Vaccine Requirements

Health Services

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/6-15.pdf


● Lunch menu available

● Free or reduced lunch for eligible students

● Support with going through the line

● Students may bring their own lunch

● Free/Reduced Lunch Applications will be 
available in August 2025.

Child Nutrition



● Only available for eligible students under free 
State-funded Pre-K Program

● Fill out the Transportation form when registering 
online

● Register your student with SMART TAG

● Student must go to the school they are zoned for

● Access routing information after August 2025

Transportation



● Once registration is complete, it will take 2 weeks to 
process your request.

● If you register before July 31st, you will be able to 
receive transportation the first week of school.

●  If you register after July 31st, you will receive 
transportation after the second week of school.

Transportation



● All students can apply for Pre-K

● Parent request for Speech/Special Education evaluation when registering 
for Pre-K will be processed after the first day of school. 

● All procedures for Special Education referrals will be followed and not all 
requests will result in an evaluation.

● Students receiving private therapy will not always qualify for school 
therapy. Students need to be evaluated for eligibility in school.  

Special Education Services



● Parents registering for Pre-K with Special Education records can email:

○ Michelle.Velasquez@hayscisd.net

○ Sylvia.Castillo-Garcia@hayscisd.net

● Someone from the Special Education office will reach out regarding any 
requests made for evaluation and/or services.

Special Education Services

mailto:Sylvia.Castillo-Garcia@hayscisd.net


● Home Language Survey

● Language testing provided in May and during the 
summer  (if applicable)

● Bilingual Services

● English as a Second Language  (ESL) Services

● Dual Language Services

Multilingual Services



Why should I enroll my 
child in Pre-K?
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Benefits of Pre-K



In Pre-K, children spend time…



Once a student is enrolled in Pre-K, he/she must attend school and follow the exact 
compulsory attendance requirements like other Hays CISD students.

● Studies show that students who miss too many days in pre-kindergarten, 
kindergarten and first grade can struggle academically in later grades.  They often 
have trouble mastering reading by the end of third grade. 

● Preschool is a great time to start building a habit of good attendance. Studies show 
how poor attendance in preschool can predict absenteeism in later grades.

● By middle and high school chronic absence is a leading warning sign that a student 
will drop out.

Attendance Matters in Pre-K 



How do I apply?
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Flowchart
Parent brings child to register, child is 4 years old on or before 

September 1, 2025 to register?

YES NO

Parent is unable to register child

Parent can apply for Community 
Tuition-Based Option

Child is not eligible for 
Pre-K?

Parent completes online registration application and 
uploads relevant documents  

Must meet one of the following 
eligibility requirements:

● Language OR
● Income OR
● Homeless OR
● Foster Care OR
● Military

Eligible child will be placed in class 
after June 23rdYES

NO



Timeline

Online Registration opens April 1st

Deadline to be considered for classroom placement June 18th

Application and relevant documents are verified at the 
campus and district levels

April - August

Placement process begins June 23rd

First Days of School August 13th



A child must be 4 years old on or before September 
1, 2025 to be eligible for Pre-K!



TEA Eligibility Requirements 

Be unable to speak and understand 
English

Be the child of an active duty member of the 
armed forces

Be economically disadvantaged, 
which includes being eligible for the 
National School Lunch Program

Be the child of a member of the armed 
forces who was injured or killed while 
serving on active duty

Be homeless Have been in the care of the Department of 
Family and Protective Services (foster care)

Be the child of a person who received the Star of Texas Award as a peace officer, a 
firefighter, or an emergency medical first responder



Pre-K Application Process

Step 1: Register Step 2: Eligibility Step 3: Confirmation



Step 2: Eligibility

● Complete the online application using the 
Hays CISD Student Registration Website

Pre-K Application Process
Online 

Registration 
opens April 1, 

2025 at 8:00 AM!

Step 1: Register Step 2: Eligibility Step 3: Confirmation

New Families: If you have never 
had a student enrolled at Hays 
CISD, create a Parent Self-Serve 
Account.

https://www.hayscisd.net/Page/556


Step 2: Eligibility

EE Parent Pre-K Application Process
Online 

Registration 
opens April 25, 

2024 at 8:00 AM!

Step 1: Register Step 2: Eligibility Step 3: Confirmation

EE Family 
Guidance: 
Must select 
Pre-K in 
the 
dropdown 
of the 
online 
application
.



● Upload the appropriate documents as you fill out the online registration 
application.

● Once you submit your application, all documents will be verified and eligibility will 
be determined based on the information provided.

Social Securit

Pre-K Application Process

Step 2: Eligibility

Social Security Card

Step 1: Register Step 3: Confirmation





● Your application and documents will been verified

● You will receive a confirmation email of your child’s Pre-K qualification 
status.

Pre-K Application Process

Step 3: ConfirmationStep 1: Register Step 2: Eligibility



● To be considered for placement in a Pre-K classroom, your 
online registration application must be complete and verified by:

June 18, 2024

Important Deadline



Campus placement will begin after 
July 5th providing enough time to 
notify your daycare before the first 
day of school on August 2025 
within a 30-day-period.

Placement Hierarchy

Qualified/Eligible

Employee Tuition

Community Tuition

Priority of Placement



Tuition Based Pre-K 
Options
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● Hays CISD will offer an Employee Tuition Based Option for the 2025 - 2026 school 

year!

● Your child must be 4 years old on or before September 1, 2025

● Spots will be granted based on 100% completion of online registration application 
and verified documents on or before June 18, 2025

● Tuition Cost: $100 Application Fee + monthly payment

● For more information contact 512-268-2141 or email prekregistration@hayscisd.net

Employee Tuition Based



● Hays CISD will offer a Community Tuition Based Option for the 2025 - 2026 

school year!

● Your child must be 4 years old on or before September 1, 2025

● First come/First served - Based on AVAILABLE space

○ Spots will be granted based on 100% completion of online registration 

application and verified documents on or before June 18, 2025

Community Tuition Based



● Tuition Cost

○ Estimated $660/mo. ($6160 annually)

○ There may be a slight increase or decrease based on the Texas Education 

Agency’s confirmation of our new rate before the school year begins.

● Upon 100% completion of your application and required documents, you can pay 

a deposit of $760 to prioritize your child seat and notify your daycare within the 

30 day period.

Community Tuition Based



Need Support?



Daily Ongoing Pre-K Registration Support

● Dates: April 1st - May 22nd

● Times: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

● Provided by Pre-K Team

● By appointment

● Parents will receive:

○ Online application support

○ Document verification

○ Language Testing

○ Transportation support

○ Specialized Program Support

● Dates: April 1st  - PEIMS Clerks 
last contract day

● Time: 7:30 AM - 2:30 PM

● All campuses are expected to 
assist parents with registration 
(PEIMS Clerks, Attendance Clerks, 
Nurses)

● Parents will receive:

○ Device access

○ Document verification

Academic Support Center Home Campus Support



Parent Survey



Questions



Contact 
Information:
LaShun Gaines
Early Intervention Coordinator
lashun.gaines@hayscisd.net
Phone: (512) 268-2141
Extension: 46038

Thank you for attending!

mailto:lashun.gaines@hayscisd.net

